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THE KNOWLEDGE, ATTITUDES, AND OPINIONS OF THE GENERAL 
PUBLIC ON CHILD ABUSE AND RELATED ISSUES WERE INVESTIGATED 
WITH A STANDARD, MULTI-STAGE AREA PROBABILITY SAMPLE OF 
NON- INSTITUTIONAL UNITED STATES RESIDENTS 21 OR OLDER (1520 
RESPONDENTS), IN A SURVEY DESIGNED BY BRANDEI S UNIVERSITY AND 
CONDUCTED BY THE NATIONAL OPINION RESEARCH CENTER. A COMFUTER 
PROGRAM SELECTED OPTIMAL EXPLANATORY VARIABLE COMBINATIONS 
WITH INTRA-CLASS CORRELATION COEFFICIENT ESTIMATES. 

THIRTY-ONE TABLES FRESENT VARIOUS RESPONDENT CHARACTERISTICS, 
GENERAL PUBLIC KNOWLEDGE OF CHILD ABUSE, KNOWLEDGE OF 
SPECIFIC INCIDENTS, KNOWLEDGE OF CHILD PROTECTIVE AGENCIES, 
AWARENESS OF, AND FARTICI FATION IN, EDUCATIONAL FROGRAMS AND 
ACTIVITIES, VERBALIZED REACTIONS TO HEARSAY AND WITNESSED 
ABUSE, PROPENSITY TOWARD CHILD ABUSE, OPINIONS ON PROTECTING 
THE CHILD, METHODS OF TREATING THE PERFETRATOR, ALLOCATION OF 
PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR HANDLING ABUSE CASES, AND THE 
AMOUNT OF PUBLICITY TO BE GIVEN* AN ESTIMATE, WITH 
RESERVATIONS, IS GIVEN FOR THE INCIDENCE OF CHILD ABUSE IN 
THE UNITED STATES. CIRCUMSTANCES, EXTENT OF INJURIES, AND 
RESULTING ACTION IN SPECIFIC INSTANCES ARE SUMMARIZED. <WR> 
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Child abuse is a phenomenon with a history probably as long as that 
of mankind. And though some progress has been made in protecting the in- 
terests of children since earlier epochs when they were at times abandoned 
to die of exposure, legally bartered and sold, mutilated to enhance their 
pity-inciting appeal as beggars, or thrashed by school masters with ferules, 
rods, flappers and the cat-o* -nine- tails, the problem of child abuse has 
continued to be a cause for serious concern in the community. ^ Over the 
years that concern has been translated into legislative reform and child 
protective services and programs. Of late, there is indication that recent 
wide publicity of child abuse in the press and on TV and the efforts of the 
U.S. Children's Bureau to obtain uniform legislation governing child abuse 
reporting in each state may have heightened the general public's awareness 
and interest. 2 A comparison of incidents of child abuse reported in the 
press in 1962 and 1965 gives a rough idea of increased press coverage. 



— H * Bossa f d and Eleanor S. Boll, The Sociology of Child Develop - 

~~ nmu ed l! NewYork: Harper and Bros., 1966), pp. 491-509; Serapio~Rl 

w alb A*/n T !?\ AbUS ?^?v ild: I# A Surve y of the Problem," Social Work . Vol. 11, 
^No. 4 (October, 1966), pp, 3-16; and Samuel X. Radbill, * - 

A Mstory of Child Abuse and Infanticide," in The Battered Child Syndrom e, 
forthcoming) 6 ^^ er C * Henr ^ Kem P e (Chicago: University of Chicago, 

2 

See U.S. Children's Bureau, The Abused Child : Principles and Suggest ed 
121 Legislation on Reporting of the Physically Abused Child (Wa«h- 
inton: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1963)7" By June TTs^e^^Ts tate 
had passed laws which require physicians and certain others to report sus- 

?fwi 4 CaS r S °f child abuse and which free them from civil and criminal 
liability for doing so. Paulsen has commented that "few legislative pro- 
posals in the history of the United States have been so widely adopted in 

time." Monrad G. Paulsen, "Legal Protections Against Child Abuse," 
Children, Vol. 13, No. 2 (MArch-April, 1966), p. 46. 
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